32                       FIRST ELEMENT:   APPETENCES.
and waves, there being all the while no onward movement.
But more frequently both passions act.    On the principle of the parallelogram of the forces, the man follows an intermediate course.    This is apt to be the case with your prudent man, who takes as much of pleasure as he can have without injuring his health or reputation.    Or, the man gives in now to one motive, and now to another, and he goes by fits and starts, or is known as a man of shifts and expedients.   When the motives are not strong, his conduct is tremulous, like the sea when rippled by the breezes.    When they are more powerful, the character seems eccentric or untrustworthy, or inconsistent to the world.    " He that wavereth is like a wave of the sea."    "A double-minded man is unstable in all his ways."    We feel that we cannot confide in him, for the motives which swayed him to-day do not influence him to-morrow.    His course is a zigzag one, perhaps an interrupted one, and regarded by all as a contradictory one. In most cases the forces are not equal, and the path pursued is curved, perhaps crooked.    Sometimes a number of affections are in activity at one and the same time, producing an orbit more difficult to determine than that of the solar system among the stars.    The result is apt to be a constant variation, or an unstable equilibrium secured by multiplied balancings ever liable to be deranged.
Or, secondly, the conflict may arise from the regurgita-tions of one and the same appetence, as now the stream flows on and is gratified, and again is beat back by circumstances, as by a rock, and is disappointed. The affection is the same, but the circumstances and the idea differ, as now there is the appetible to attract, but forthwith the inappetible to repel. Thus love may lead the